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Living miDream

True Colors

 The Four True Colors                                                                        

Self discovery and understanding of one’s preferences is important. It helps you determine what 
is important to you in your life.  It should affect what career that you choose. 
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! True Colors is an inventory designed to help you 
better understand yourself  and others  It can 
promote the appreciation of  individual differences.  

You will identify a primary and secondary color 
which are labeled “preferred styles.” You will have 
characteristics of  other styles, but it is your 
preferred styles that you will use  in times of  
challenge.

Blue Relationship Oriented 

Nurturer, people centered 

Strong desire to influence others 
Often works in the arts, communication, education 
Adept at motivating and interacting with others 
A true romantic

Gold Structure Oriented 

Stabilizer; appreciates 
order and punctuality

Provides stability and handles details 
Work comes before play 
Believes in traditional, conservative views 
Does practical things within an agenda or plan

Green Cognitive Oriented 

Visionary, Designer and 
Inventor

A conceptual and independent thinker 
Will move on after idea or solution has been made 
Enjoys challenges, explores ideas,  
Rules with the head, instead of  the heart

Orange Impulse Oriented 

Trouble-shooter, Thrives 
on action

Natural performer who gets restless with routine jobs 
Explores ways to energized relationships 
Makes decisions quickly 
Dominate what is being said with a focus on results 

True Colors was developed by  
Don Lowry of  Communications Companies International. 

(CCI  is no longer in business.)
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Relationship between True Colors and Student 
Learning Styles 
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Gold 
Teacher

Green 
Teacher

Orange 
Teacher

Blue Teacher

Gold 
Student

Student and 
teacher maintain 
great rapport.  
Student 
appreciates the 
structure and 
organization 
provided by the 
teacher.  Gold 
student responds 
to the logical and 
clearly defined 
factual style of  
presentation by 
Gold teacher.

Green teacher 
may not always 
meet the needs of  
Gold student.  
Independent 
thinking of  the 
teacher may not 
be appreciated by 
the Gold student.  
Gold student may 
have difficulty in 
grasping material 
unless it is 
presented in 
concrete ways.

Possibly a 
problematic 
combination.  
Gold student 
prefers structure 
and organization 
while Orange 
teacher prefers 
spontaneity and 
excitement in the 
classroom.  Gold 
student strives for 
perfection and 
enjoys being 
validated for neat 
and accurate work.

Gold student 
responds to Blue 
teacher if  a regular 
and predictable 
schedule is 
maintained.  Gold 
student will follow 
the rules but may 
not exhibit the 
creativity the Blue 
teacher is looking 
for. 

Green 
Student

This combination 
work only if  
Green student is 
interested in the 
subject matter 
and is given 
freedom to 
explore ideas.  
Unlike the Gold 
teacher, the 
Green student is 
oblivious to rules.  
Student needs to 
understand that 
the rules are 
logical and 
necessary.

Green student 
maintains great 
rapport and 
cooperation with 
Green teachers.  
Student 
appreciates the 
stimulating and 
creative classroom 
environment.

Green student 
needs to be 
attracted to the 
subject matter in 
order to respond 
well to the 
classroom 
environment.  
Unlike Orange 
teacher, Green 
student values 
ideas and concepts 
above immediate 
action.

Green student 
responds well to the 
classroom 
atmosphere of  the 
Blue teacher as long 
as subject matter 
and curiosity are 
continually 
reinforced.  Unlike 
Blue teacher, Green 
student is less 
concerned about the 
feelings of  others 
and will express 
opinions regardless 
of  their effects on 
others. 
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Orange 
Student

Gold teacher 
demands order 
and appropriate 
behavior while 
Orange student 
needs spontaneity, 
fun and quick 
action.  Orange 
student may react 
with rebellion or 
hostility when 
placed in a Gold 
classroom 
atmosphere.

Green teacher's 
classroom has 
atmosphere of  
independence and 
freedom of  
thought.  Permits 
Orange students 
to express their 
needs and 
establish their 
own styles. Green 
teacher can be 
perceived as too 
theoretical by 
Orange student 
creating the 
impression that 
the teacher is out 
of  touch.

Orange student 
appreciates the 
atmosphere and 
freedom of  the 
Orange 
classroom.  
Responds 
favorably to hands-
on approach to 
learning. Both 
work together to 
complete tasks on 
hand.

Blue teacher has 
empathy for needs 
of  the Orange 
student.  Orange 
student may require 
more hands-on 
activities, games, etc. 
than are scheduled 
by the teacher. 

Blue 
Student

Blue student 
follows the rules 
of  Gold teacher 
as long as they are 
fair and there is 
personal 
consideration.  
Blue student 
cooperates when 
it is felt that Gold 
teacher cares for 
student 
individuality. 

Blue student 
responds to Green 
classroom 
atmosphere as 
long as it is 
personally 
relevant and 
stimulating to a 
creative 
imagination.  
Unlike the Green 
teacher, Blue 
student values 
feelings and 
interpersonal 
communication 
above ideas and 
concepts. 

Combination 
works well if  
Orange teacher 
allows Blue student 
to be creative and 
show personal 
concern.  Student 
may have difficulty 
making quick 
decisions and 
could have trouble 
completing tasks.  
Orange teacher's 
direct mode of  
criticism may not 
be appreciated.

Blue teacher and 
Blue student have a 
great level of  
rapport.  Blue 
student appreciates 
fairness, sensitivity 
and personal 
concern expressed 
by Blue teacher.  
Blue atmosphere of  
creativity and social 
interaction is 
appreciated by Blue 
student.

http://www.geocities.com/jeniskanen/



